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ABSTRACT

The newspaper has been one of the root lines ofagidm because it empowers the readers with dagatp
happenings, shapes the language of learners anddates the reading habit among the adults. It dstiw to record that
newspaper is a living textbook for all seasons fmmdhll reasons. For more than two decades, in éndhe newspaper has
been used in the classroom as a tool of instructmevelop language skills. Newspaper based #esvinside the
classroom can pave way for significant progresR@ading, Writing, and Speaking skills. This pag&ploys a multitude

of activities that can be performed in the classncamidst language learners.
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INTRODUCTION

Second Language (L2) acquisition is a dauntinglehgé that most of the citizens of Anglophonic doies face.
It is definitely overwhelming to master a languageh as English which is characterized by very ffitiécacies. Learning
a new language exposes the speaker to differetires| traditions, economic prospects, and lifestispecially with a
global language like English, anascend in the pgiémal front is bound to happen. Knowledge andosupe to the

English language open newer portals of job optiensuring a bright future.

To quote the words of Arthur Baer “a newspaper idreulating library with high blood pressure.” ptays a
dominant role in empowering readers with currdfies globally and also helps to mold the languaféearners. It also
aids to inculcate the habit of reading among bbéhahildren and the adults. A striking featuretaf hewspaper is that it
stays afresh every morning without losing its chamd grace. Nevertheless, it has been deemedvthgtéixt book for all

seasons and reasons.

In his famous essay “On Books and Reading”, Chatksb writes, “Newspapers always excite curiosity.”
Unlike textbooks, the newspaper adds a specialezieto the classroom environment as the horizonthefclassroom
expand fade as it brings the whole world to thekadasl keeps the minds of the learners busy as.aHoeenore than two
decades, in India, the newspaper has been empés/edtool of instruction within the walls of theassroom to develop
language skills. For any second language learmavspapers offer a reliable platform to enrich thairguage skills by

providing an arena for inquisitive, innovative antbrmative active and passive participation irriéag.
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Newspaper associates the learner and the worlddeutéfering greater exposure. Newspaper baseditsi
inside the classroom can pave way for signifiganoigress in Listening, Reading, Writing, and Speglskills, the four
pillars of communication. Besides, newspaper impsogreativity, reasoning, and critical thinkingliskimakes learning
fun, cost-effective, works as a real-time matefdallanguage learning thereby proving to be a ss&fté working model
for classroom activities. Newspapers also helpxipaading one’s vocabulary. The level of vocabulasgd in national
newspapers necessitates a more intellectual, eztjgartofessional, and influential readership thenlével of writing and

word choice used in many local newspapers.

Newspapers are a reflection of a variety of ematicgtandards and exhibit an array of news artithes suit
various occasions and instances. Learners cameuthis platform to learn words of different donsasnd jargons. This
paper lists a multitude of activities that can lmaducted in the classroom amidst English languagenérs for their

benefit.

Implications of Newspaper in English Learning

Headline Framing

Task: Learners can be asked to read aloud and thentivetkeadline(s) of the newspapers and then ussathe

words in a different context.
Lesson:the exercise helps to improve reading and vocapulfithe learners.
Picture Play

Task: Learners are asked to collect pictures from thespaper and using these pictures as connecting, lthie

learners can be asked to create their own stdrfesframed story should be narrated as well agemrit

Lesson: The activity would help to improve creativity anditing skills of the learners. Apart from readigkjlls

and vocabulary, the activity would also help toelep articulation, pronunciation, and intonatiorspeech.
Pictionary

Task: Any image from the newspaper which can be scenegnevent can be selected and a copy of it can be
distributed to the learners and they can be askelkscribe the picture. The descriptive accounheflearner can then be

discussed in class.
Lesson: The activity promotes the writing abilities of tlearner along with vocabulary.
Artistic Anecdotes

Task: The learners can be put in groups and can beuaistf to select a list of words from a variety ofuenns
such as politics, science, technology, weathetpsdli, regional, sports, etc and an anecdote basdtiose words is to be

written.

Lesson: This can increase the creative flavor and can lgead exercise for the learners to use a word of a

particular domain in a different context.
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Agenda Sketch.

Task: Learners can be asked to go through a TV or Reahiedule in the newspaper and produce a short icama

speech briefing the same in their own words.

Lesson: The session would resemble a mini news readingityctStudents would get an exposure to such d kin

of speaking activity.
Ad- Draft

Task: Learners can be put into groups and asked to dmaftw advertisement for a product by using the etsod

found in the newspaper as a template. Learneralsarbe instructed to enact the sketched adverisem
Lesson:This activity can provide some insights on the émtgnce of clarity in the expression of ideas.
Framing Counter Liners

Task: After observing the comics section, bottom linargl graffiti from the newspaper, the learners can b

instructed to frame counter dialogues and one-fmethe same.

Lesson: The exercise would enable students to frame prepatences using the various entities of parts of

speech.
Synonym and Antonym Search

Task: The instructor can give a list of vocabulary frtim newspaper and ask the learners to find outswarith
the closest meaning. The teacher can also givengymous words of a particular word and can instthetlearners to find

out the exact word from the newspaper. Using Thesamay be handy for learners in this activity.

Lesson: This activity is based on skimming and scanninge Tearners are also introduced to Dictionary and
Thesaurus through this activity. Ways and methodsse the dictionary and thesaurus can also bétaugch would

prove to be beneficial for them.
Idioms and Phrases

Task: Learners may be instructed to put down any 1hidiand phrases from the newspaper and use theisame
different sentences of their own.

Lesson: An exposure to the aspect of idioms and phrases, exercise would help learners understand the

meanings of different idioms, phrases and alsa #ygdropriate usage.
Review of Writing

Task: Learners can be instructed to have a glance atritextainment column and write a review of a mamfie

their choice.

Lesson: This activity develops the creativity and languatéls of the learners and opens up a new genre of

writing to the learners.
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Spot the Parts.

Task: The learners can be asked to identify the vaniauts of speech from a lengthy article of theierast from

their newspaper.

Lesson: The exercise would provide a better understandinthe various parts of speech, its properties, and

usage to the learners.

Sentence Framing

Task: Learners can be asked to pick out a list of wdrdis their favorite column in the newspaper andtevdown new

sentences using those words.

Lesson: Apart from enriching one’s vocabulary, the exezcaso helps to understand the usage of words riousa

contexts.

CONCLUSIONS

The paper elucidates the various activities thatlma conducted within the classroom based on neespaThe

unassuming ways in which newspapers help us toavige our language is inevitable. With its effiagrbeing proved,

newspapers also prove to be friendly on the poaketking it affordable for everyone. Newspapersydfore, are an

indispensable tool in the language learning procBsgting good use of this dynamic, conventional gentemporary

English learning tool is result yielding and catphthe learner earn laurels.
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